
 

  

 

 

Before these Fuel Coupes had even fired up, I was reflecting on the buzz 

I’d got from watching Rune Fjeld and Eric Otley put together their new 

Mobil 1/Pepsi Trans Am to become the quickest EuroRacers with a stout 

5.58 at 257mph. In the first round Rune got the hole shot but hit tyre 

shake, clicking off as KC Spurlock sped to 5.39 at 266 for the win. 

  

  

 

 

 

Slam’n Sammy’s attempt on his Oxygen ice record of 247mph in 1.60 seconds saw the 2002 

RFC Mustang beaten by slush in 1986! Click the link to see what Sam said was his hardest 

drive ever! The Hawaiian, Clay Millican, Connie K, Bob McClurg, Gentleman Joe, Roy Phelps 

and Jeff Lutz all signed this t-shirt first time I wore it. Later Mr DialAFlight bought me a large 

JD – if you need a flight, support our sponsors and give ‘em a try 

Words & photos 

Mike Collins 

Steve Reyes photo Mike D 1968 Almanac  

 
Tom Hoover 

1967 

“Hollywood,” as he’s known, became an instant legend as the first fuel coupe rookie to win an NHRA event first time out, and only a couple of NitroPilots have done 

it since! Licensed shortly before the event and with just half-a-dozen passes under his belt, Hollywood ran a string of 5.3s, beating reigning NHRA Champion Bruce 

Larson and then a true racing legend Ed “the Ace” McCulloch (“Roaring down memory lane” by National Dragster Editor Phil Burgess at Dragster Insider), and the 

pair met again in the 1990 Gatornationals finals above (links to the ESPN’s 5-minute Finals show - with the Greek beating the Bud King!). As I put these words down 

in Street Machine came the thought that most of our readers are aware of the awesome ground pounding power of NItroFired Fuel Coupes thundering into the night, 

and especially Eurodragster readers, but either way, many weren’t born when I was enjoying this magic moment!  So I decided to grab a few signed images for our 

younger readers to enjoy with a glimpse of some drag racing greats in a special Legends Signature Edition kicking off with our own Dennis Priddle’s JWR Monza 

(shot on a 110mm Kodak!), prior to facing the Blue Max – tell you about it one day! Ron Hope was thrilled with my shot of Isky wishing him luck before racing his Rat 

Trap AA/FA at the CHRR 2016, me too! Even flat batteries couldn’t rob this 2011 image of its powerful Christmas tree reflections as Risto Poutiainen blasts by in 

Rune’s Fjeld’s “Bad to the bone” fueler to set low ET and Top Speed (4.91 at 293) of the Pod’s final Saturday night 1320 Q session – side-by-side ‘cos I love it! 

 

In 1967 Floyd Lippincott Jr (aka Bob Muravez) ran low ET of 7.30 and Top Speed of 

200mph at the U.S. Nationals in Freight Train – the first AA/ Gas Dragster over 200! 

  

 

 

Courtesy RedLineShirtClub.com 

Courtesy Mike Doherty                                  

1968 Drag Racing Almanac 

DeSoto Dragway, Manatee County, Fl. 

My home track in 1988 – John Force 

loved the shot, signing it as he said “You 

should’ve sold me a copy...”  

 

Read the story then come back and click 

the links, you’ll have more fun that way... 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mQMRYnEKm78
https://www.dialaflight.com/?referrer=google&awsearchcpc=g&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI79GKzMHW2gIVLbftCh2BeA_eEAAYASAAEgL0xfD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://www.nhra.com/news/2017/ed-mcculloch-roaring-down-memory-lane
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3MR6K7pab0A


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

Legends portrait                                                                           

Andy Willsheer                                                               

fine-tuned by mc

  

 

 One of the all-time AAFC greats, Ed “the Ace” McCulloch (links to CompetitionPlusTV’s 

Legends series), began racing in Top Fuel then switched to Funny Car in 1969. The Ace 

added to his legend in 1990 with a 5.33, 267.47  over Hollywood’s 5.40 at 273.22 in this 

final round to win a fourth Gators title in Larry Minor’s Miller High Life Olds Cutlass, and 

won five races including a record setting fifth US Nats in that year. In 1992 the Ace drove 

Larry Minor's McDonald’s car to his first Top Fuel win, a sixth US Nationals title!                                             

 

 

  1989-90 Quickest AA/FC at 5.132! 

MercHouseBBLF courtesy Asphalt Archives-photographer unknown 

Don Gillespie photo courtesy NHRA                                                                           

(2012 Leslie Lovett Memorial award winning photo)                                                                                                    
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WW2 Racing                                         

2017 NHRA                            

Heritage Series                      

NTF                 

Champions                              

IInn  11996699  tthhee  HHaawwaaiiiiaann  wweenntt  ffuunnnnyy  ccaarr  rraacciinngg  

wwiitthh  tthhiiss  wwiilldd  ffiirrsstt  ggeenneerraattiioonn  ““ffllooppppeerr..”” 

 

IInn  11996677  tthhee  HHaawwaaiiiiaann  wwoonn  tthhee  UUSS  FFuueell  &&  

GGaass  CChhaammppiioonnsshhiipp  ((aakkaa  tthhee  MMaarrcchh  MMeeeett))  

aatt  FFaammoossoo  wwiitthh  MMiikkee  SSnniivveellyy  ddrriivviinngg.. 

FFaasstt  ffoorrwwaarrdd  5500  yyeeaarrss  aanndd  RRoollaanndd  LLeeoonngg  lleedd  JJiimm  MMuurrpphhyy‘‘ss  WWWW22  

NNoossttaallggiiaa  TToopp  FFuueell  tteeaamm  ttoo  tthhee  22001177  NNHHRRAA  HHeerriittaaggee  SSeerriieess  ttiittllee  

aatt  tthhee  CCHHRRRR  ttoo  sshhooww  hhee’’ss  ssttiillll  ggoott  wwhhaatt  iitt  ttaakkeess..  ((BBeellooww,,  cceenntteerr)) 

AAtt  tthhee  11999900  GGaattoorrss  FFuueell  CCoouuppeess  wweerree  sswwooooppiieerr;;  JJiimm  WWhhiittee  ttooookk  tthhee  

HHaawwaaiiiiaann  PPuunncchh  DDooddggee  ttoo  aa  55..228811LLooww  EETT,,  hheerree  wwiitthh  JJFFRR’’ss  OOllddss    

 

WWooww,,  wwhhaatt  aa  sshhooww!!  SSppoonnssoorreedd  bbyy  GGeeooffff  SSttiillwweellll’’ss  BBeeeecchh  UUnnddeerrwwrriittiinngg  AAggeenncciieess,,  tthhee  BBDDRRHHooFF’’ss  22001177  BBeenncchh  RRaacciinngg  sseessssiioonn  wwaass  tthhee  bbeesstt  SSaattuurrddaayy  aafftteerrnnoooonn  

eenntteerrttaaiinnmmeenntt  aannyy  nniittrroohhoolliicc  ccoouulldd  wwiisshh  ffoorr  oonn  tthhiiss  ppllaanneett  ––  ooffff  ttrraacckk  tthhaatt  iiss!!  CClloocckkwwiissee  ffrroomm  ttoopp  lleefftt  tthheerree’’ss  JJiimm  OO,,  TToomm  HHoooovveerr,,  DDeennnniiss  PPrriiddddllee,,  RRoonn  HHooppee,,  BBoobb  

MMccCClluurrgg,,  CCllaayy  MMiilllliiccaann,,  JJeeffff  LLuuttzz,,  RRooyy  PPhheellppss,,  CCoonnnniiee  KKaalliittttaa,,  DDaallee  EEmmeerryy,,  MMaarrvviinn  GGrraahhaamm,,  BBoobb  MMuurraavveezz,,  EEdd  MMccCCuulllloocchh,,  SStteevvee  GGiibbbbss,,  RRoollaanndd  LLeeoonngg,,  aanndd  JJooee  

SScchhuubbeecckk  bbuussyy  ssmmiilliinngg  aatt  hhiiss  ddeelliigghhttffuull  wwiiffee  GGiiggii..  AAfftteerr  aa  ccoouuppllee  ooff  hhoouurrss  ooff  wwiilldd  wwaarr  ssttoorriieess  tthheeyy  ttooookk  aa  bbrreeaakk,,  ssoo  II  wweenntt  ttoo  cchheecckk--iinn,,  rreettuurrnniinngg  ttoo  ffiinndd  iitt  wwaass  oovveerr......  

OOooppss!!  AAnndd  tthhaatt’’ss  pprroobbaabbllyy  aa  ggoooodd  wwoorrdd  ttoo  ddeessccrriibbee  RRoollaanndd  LLeeoonngg’’ss  11996644  SSttaatteessiiddee  ddeebbuutt  iinn  ““HHaawwaaiiiiaann,,””  aa  KKeeiitthh  BBllaacckk  HHeemmii  ppoowweerreedd  AAAA//FFDD,,  aafftteerr  ccrraasshhiinngg  wwhheenn  

hhee  ““CCoouullddnn’’tt  ffiinndd  tthhee  ppaarraacchhuuttee  hhaannddllee  aanndd  rraann  ooffff  tthhee  eenndd  ooff  ttrraacckk……””  KKeeiitthh  BBllaacckk  ssuuggggeesstteedd  hhee  bboouugghhtt  tthhee  GGrreeeerr,,  BBllaacckk  &&  PPrruuddhhoommmmee  ccaarr  aanndd  hhiirree  DDoonn  

PPrruuddhhoommmmee  ––  aanndd  tthhee  HHaawwaaiiiiaann’’ss  bbeeeenn  ssmmiilliinngg  ssiinnccee  tthheeyy  wwoonn  tthhee  NNHHRRAA  WWiinntteerrnnaattiioonnaallss  iinn  11996655!!                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

Is that a great smile or what! Roland Leong, Bench Racing 2017... 

...                                                                                                                                         In 1983 NHRA sent me this image of Mike Dunn’s explosion after 

his huge 250mph fireball in Roland’s car, it was AA awesome then but today YouTube lets us feel the power as it blows the engine out of the car. yet 

only sprained Mike’s finger! Click the link for his “Orange County Finals 1983 Flashbacks,” it’s one of the most awesome rides you’ve ever seen! 

https://vimeo.com/140236681
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Iuo5UzX8X-k


 

 

 

 

 

 

Havoc’s awesome Nitro warm-up has 

always been a buzz with Nick cracking it 

wide open at the Pod, but Famoso was a 

huge win - what a thrill for the team of 

Nick Davies, Rob Loaring and Scott 

Barnes – and the legion of fans who 

made the long trek to California! Click it 

to see and hear their final round win! 

   

Andy Willsheer photo CHRR 2017 

 

 

"Some of the Hairiest rides I've ever taken down the quarter mile strip were in the Hurst Hairy Olds" 

This AA awesome image and Linda Vaughn photos                        

courtesy Gentleman Joe Schubeck 

 

NNeexxtt  mmoonntthh                                          

HHoott  GGoossssiipp  wwiillll  bbee  

9988%%  NNiittrrooFFrreeee!! 

 

Joe cruising his AA/FD at CHRR 2016, his awesome push truck a real Street Machine! 

 

     

 
Bob McClurg photo courtesy Hot Rod 

Andy Willsheer photos from              

Amalie Motor Oil’s Skybox 

Now this is what you call a close race! And with images signed by both drivers, they’re 

classic Signature Editions, mixed with mcSnips and the original final overtake image 

just for Eurodragster readers. To see                                                                                                     

this AA awesome race, click the link,                                                                                                                   

fast forward 12 minutes and enjoy!  

 

 
ttrryy  BBoobb  MMccCClluurrgg’’ss  HHuurrsstt  HHaaiirryy  OOllddss  ssttoorryy  ffoorr  HHoott  RRoodd  ––  tthheeyy’’rree  bbootthh  ffuunn  aanndd  ffuullll  ooff  ccoolloouurr!! 

 

WOW 0.0001seconds! 

 

In 1964 Gentleman JJooee  SScchhuubbeecckk  ddrroovvee  hhiiss  ffiirrsstt  AAAA//FFDD  ((rreepplliiccaatteedd  bbeellooww)),,  oonn  aa  11,,000 ffoooott  wwhheeeelliiee  aanndd  tthheenn  wwoonn  

““BBeesstt  EEnnggiinneeeerreedd  CCaarr””  aatt  FFaammoossoo’’ss  11996655  MMaarrcchh  MMeeeett  aanndd  rreettiirreedd  ffrroomm  rraacciinngg..  HHee  wwaass  vveerryy  bbuussyy  bbuuiillddiinngg  cchhaassssiiss  

aanndd  rreevvoolluuttiioonnaarryy  ssccaatttteerr  sshhiieellddss  aatt  hhiiss  LLaakkeewwoooodd  IInndduussttrriieess  wwhheenn  hhee  wwaass  iinnvviitteedd  ttoo  mmeeeett  GGeeoorrggee  HHuurrsstt  wwhhoo  

mmaaddee  aann  ooffffeerr  nnoo  mmaann  ccoouulldd  rreeffuussee,,  bbaassiiccaallllyy  ““DDrriivvee  tthhiiss  ccaarr  ffoorr  uuss,,  LLiinnddaa  VVaauugghhnn  wwiillll  bbee  iinn  tthhee  ppiitt  ccrreeww  --  aass  yyoouurr  

vvaalleett!!””  WWiitthh  LLiinnddaa,,  ffrreesshhllyy  ccrroowwnneedd  MMiissss  HHuurrsstt  GGoollddeenn  SShhiifftteerr,,  hheellppiinngg  wwiitthh  hhiiss  tthhrreeee--ppiieeccee  ““ttuuxxeeddoo””  ffiirree  ssuuiitt,,  

ccuussttoomm  bbuuiilltt  bbyy  JJiimm  DDeeiisstt,,  GGeennttlleemmaann  JJooee  SScchhuubbeecckk  aanndd  tthhee  HHuurrsstt  HHaaiirryy  OOllddssmmoobbiillee  ddrroovvee  ((bbuuiilltt  ffoorr  ppuurree  sshhooww  

rraatthheerr  tthhaann  ssppeeeedd  oorr  EETT)),,  iinnttoo  lleeggeenndd,,  tthhrriilllliinngg  ffaannss  wwiitthh  wwiilldd  ssmmookkyy  rruunnss..  TThheenn  JJooee  ttiippppeedd  tthhee  ccaann,,  NNiittrrooTThhuunnddeerr  

mmaakkiinngg  tthhee  bbeeaasstt  ttrruullyy  aawweessoommee  aass  yyoouu  ccaann  sseeee  bbeellooww,,  wwiitthh  LLiinnddaa  &&  JJooee  ((mmoorrpphheedd  iinn  bbyy  yyoouurrss  ttrruullyy)),,  ffuullllyy  ssuuiitteedd  

aanndd  bbooootteedd  ffoorr  tthhee  ccaarr’’ss  ddeebbuutt  aatt  FFaammoossoo..  UUssiinngg  HHuurrsstt’’ss  ffiirrsstt  LLiinnee--LLoocc,,  JJooee  jjuusstt  mmaasshheedd  tthhee  ggaass  ppeeddaallss  aanndd  lleefftt,,  

rreeaall  hhaarrdd!!  IItt  wwaass  HHoott  RRoodd’’ss  ffiirrsstt  sseeee--tthhrroouugghh  ccoovveerr  ccaarr  iinn  11996666  ––  cclliicckk  iitt  ffoorr  GGeennttlleemmaann  JJooee’’ss  sslliiddee  sshhooww,,  aanndd  tthheenn   

mcSnips courtesy 

nhra.com 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dd5WXkBObj8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dd5WXkBObj8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eqsT_hAMlhA
http://www.hotrod.com/articles/hairy-est-scariest-hurst-olds-ever-built/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3EphlXlpB90

